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ple, our people life of JCAA. sion making process,
have a special love for came through a well de-
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of those rare moments we acquire a future home membership. That combi- $



nation created the atmosphere to
make a difference.

The final decision came with a sigh of
relief, but it was the after discussions
with some members that really
brought out passionate statements
straight from the depth of people’s
hearts.

All hail to a great people, your voices
have been heard and your passions

demonstrated and illustrated. All hail
to a mighty people!
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At our last membership meeting in
February, the chairman of the building
committee, Wayne Manderson, pre-
sented the results of his analysis of
the Shepard Lease Proposal. After
deliberations, the membership voted
overwhelmingly to abandon the lease
proposal and search other avenues
for acquiring a building for our Asso-
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ciation. The Building Committee has
been working assiduously to identify a
suitable and affordable building that
we can recommend to our members.
Time is of the essence as we expect
both building costs as well as mort-
gage rates to increase in the very
near future. We continue to search
hoping we will find someplace soon.

The 2010 |ditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in Alaska
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Jamaica’s New High
Commissioner To Canada

Ambassador Sheila Sealy — Monteith
assumed office on February 15" as
Jamaica’s High Commissioner to
Canada.

She is an experienced diplomat and
was Jamaica’'s Ambassador to
Mexico prior to her new appointment.
We look forward to meeting our new
High Commissioner in the not too
distant future.
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Joy Turner

Business Award Nominee

Joy Turner's love of cooking was
learned through her cooking and eat-
ing experiences with her mother, who
made meals from simple ingredients
and complex tastes, which became
reflections of her heart and soul.

Joy was born in Frankfield, Jamaica,
and moved to Canada in 1978. She
worked for 16 years at the Calgary

General Hospital and participated in
many Caribbean community events,
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which usually included cooking. When
she was laid off from the hospital, she
decided the opportunity had come to
build her dream and Joy's Caribbean
Foods was created.

During the initial weeks of opening
the store, Joy was determined to
connect with customers on a per-
sonal level and made notes with
names of customers and meals they
ordered. It was Joy's desire that all
customers feel welcome and she
had a talent for connecting socially
with everyone. Customers came
from all over to experience the warm
atmosphere and delicious, authentic
Caribbean cuisine. The store be-
came an important medium of com-
munication for the Bridgeland-
Riverside and Caribbean communi-
ties in Calgary, as well as providing
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an opportunity to learn about Carib-
bean culture.

In 2006, Joy sold Joy's Caribbean
Foods and opened Joy's Caribbean
Catering, which has allowed her the
opportunity to take her meals out into
the Calgary community. Joy's innova-
tion and entrepreneurship have led
her to donate her time and food to
fundraisers such as the African-
Caribbean forum, SOS Children Vil-
lages-Medicine for Mali, and the Chil-
dren and Youth Centre via the Isshin
Institute. Through her involvement in
the store, catering and fundraising,
Joy has raised the Caribbean profile
in Calgary. She speaks through her
food by putting her heart and soul into
her Caribbean creations and contin-
ues to make everyone feel welcome
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We're on the web

www.jcaalberta.com
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Calgary's & 1 Hil Music Station
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